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WHAT IS AN ACADEMIC POSTER?

• A visual representation of the story of your 
scholarship/experience that can be viewed/read in 5-10 
minutes.

• It should feature the title of your scholarship/experience, 
essential information to understand why you are doing 
what you did, an overview of how you did what you did, 
a summary of what your outcomes, a discussion of  the 
significance of those outcomes, supporting information, and 
an acknowledgement of support.



THE BEST POSTERS SHOULD…

• contain visually representations of your approach (i.e., 
the how) as well as your outcomes. 

• have around 1000 words 

• be visually appealing to the audience from afar and 
when standing close to it

• generate discussion 











USE THE SPACE BELOW AND LIST 5 DIFFERENT 
VISUAL ELEMENTS THAT YOU WOULD CHANGE ON 
THE PREVIOUS POSTER



TIPS ON CREATING YOUR POSTER

• Work backwards. First identify what information you 
want your audience to walk away with and then backfill 
information, methods/approach, outcomes.

• Start with more information and then work to condense it. 
Then condense it again. 

• Use the “Drawing” tools in PowerPoint (or another 
software package) to create simple images that represent 
actions



USE THE SPACE BELOW TO IDENTIFY THE PRIMARY 
OUTCOME/TAKE HOME THAT YOU WANT YOUR 
AUDIENCE TO WALK AWAY WITH



TIPS ON PRESENTING YOUR POSTER

• Have your “2 minute elevator speech” prepped ready. 

• Some participants prefer to read first  engage the 
presenter; some participants prefer to engage the 
presenter first. 

• Introduce yourself and ask the participant if they’d like to 
read the poster first or if they’d like you to start. 

• When engaging with participants, keep it general; they’ll 
ask for details.



USE THE SPACE BELOW TO BRAINSTORM THE 
ELEMENTS YOU WANT IN YOUR “ELEVATOR 
SPEECH”



URSCA RESOURCES FOR POSTERS


